


ths Hon.H:A.W.Skeen, Judge of the Circuit Court Tor*Les County | 
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Hombly complainins, your oratrix,Sarah Phillips,respectful- 


epresents unto your honor,as rollows 
LF 


on or.sbeu tunes Js. cee, hs | iy 9 oe 


ermarried with on OT a&é her maiden name 
Sarah Skidmore;trat her said husband for the first NG 
months of their married life was Kind,ccn: 


3 


tionate tewards your oratrix,and provided for her in as food 


.. Chea ee 


& Mannie r sé 1is limited means would reasonably admit, 2: 

upon,she entertained every hope that her married life wou he 

4 habpy’ ene. ‘But in feur er five months jacwzer your, Orederix: end 

‘aid John Phillips were married,and while they were living to- 
} } , * he 1 tj ) : 4 ‘ in 

ee ther in on® of the tenant houses of the Pennington Coal Com- 


es 


747 % + Ya ¢ ~~ 4 oe oe AS ay 4 
pany», in «tilley county .6ne be pan. te, novice thet hes 


late at nigsht,and he ally grew cool and di 


your Dratrionn.. Phereupon, your; oratrizx became alarmed 
coolness of her said husband towards h and she tried in 
she knew or covld to make their of Ken: more 
and attractive than the home. or 
esvecial "ind. ess ,eTrorts fic no goodshe still would 
4 t 


night,and « Lent \ Wor 


~ 
—/ 


,and’ continued 126. pe 


toand often id1 tonards her: Finaily your ,oratrix 
ils s@id conduct believed there was a cause for his 
conduct and treatment,so she set abcut an investiga 
eertain. the cause of ‘tis treatment,and to’ her 
Ht Ro ees he found that her said husband was spe) 
time and money upon an# other women,- a woman of bad repute, 
and who was)/also living in another tenant house of 
ton Coal Company in this county, 2 


Guentily abl nicht Om proctirinhe tials) information of “ute. saic 


conduct. of her: said husband; your oratrix accosted him apout 


/ 


motter, whereupon, he appeared: to become greatly enraged ana ¢ot 





his clothessand left your oratrizx,and centinues 
way from her,leaving tO. maintain. and support 


st ohe Cali. 


Your "Oratrix Durvher. al Leges 


sonsent, procurement or connivance,the said John Phillips on 


ee ne a yap a = = 


De OU! "Bhe- To see ree CO ears ES Ch per Picts te an eh I 
divers’ other days and times,commited adultery b aving)car- 
nal intercourse rmith a lewd woman by the name of Manning, and 
@ commited adulterous acts J this county sin hoves 
of the’ Pennington Caol Company,and also at, divers 
@efinitely known to oratrux. 
sae 
further. ch 
IPS YAS Soars ut 3, Lert 1e Commonwealth, and 
1@ & non-resident of i SvUaLe; 
his’ sald~adultercus,actsjnor 
became convinced of 
det t y Towards nei rit bal Ue Lt now, and 
Chana year, beter I insti tut i of this sult 
county yand) That She jana ner 


together’ and 'cohabited together,-ima this jcounty. 


your Orsirizas) the tr 


Y 


pei,,One chatd, erase: 


but it lived Yor aT , - Ws uate aleGhe  Beiebich 
The premises consiaered your « 18 advised that sl 
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the Picht to have the bends or watrimony existing between 
and the said John Phillips annulled and set asice : 8 court 
equity, Her prayer. therefore,is that the saiae John Phillips 


Ads. & -panky, Gelemdent JtO this billwort tcompl4ing;thnat, hs oe 


requiredto answer the same,bdut not on cath as that is waived; 





if » | 


nat an order of publication be duly made,posted and published 
as the law requires against non-resident dgefendants for hin, 


9& 


4 
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the said John Phillips;that' on the proa ine) An chad S Ce 
four oratrix be awarded a divorce a vincul Lurimoni,-for 


i Orly 


so ee = oe. oe gt. > ne | ae a, 
maiden mame,to-wit,Sarah PG ite aoa tna t 
Ate, 


and gensral relief be awarded hegas*e,the nature 


rood ccnscience may requir: 
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Skidmore Philipps, plaintiff,', 
Vs. if 


In Chancery. 
John Philipps, defendant, 


This cause came on this the day of 
May, 1908, to be heard upon the bill of the complainant; 
proof of lesal service by order of publication duly made 
and posted as required by law against the said defendant, 


and he failing to appear and answer said bill; the depo- 


sitions of WNathtian Pennington, and F. S. Stapleton, taken 
= 3 3 


in Virginia before R. E. L. Chumbley, a commissioner in 


SRL, 
chancery for the Circuit Court of Lee County; and is ar- 


Sus d by counsel. 


On consideration of all which and it appearing 


to the Bhagat independantly of the admission of either 

party to this cause, that the said parties were hereto- 
fore duly married to each other; that the said complainant 
is now and has been for more than a year previous to the 
institution of this suit domiciled in this County and State; 
that the said defendant without the consent, procurement or 
sonnivance of the said plaintiff has been guilty of adul- 
tery withim the. Past thres peeies and that the sain 
complainant teva rac lived or cohabited with the said de- 


fondant since she had information of the adulterous acts 


of her said husband. It is therefore adjudged, ordered 
and decreed that the said Sarah Phillpps and John Philipps 
be and are. hereby forever divorced from the bonds of 
matrimony which was created by the marriage aforesaid, 
and that she said marriage be and the same is hereby dis- 
solved and annulled; 

And it is further adjudged , ordered and acreed 


that the said Sarah Philipps be restored to her maiden name 


and that she hereafter be known as “arah Skidmore instead of 


Sarah Philipos. 





And it is further adjudged, ordered and decreed 


that the said complainant recover from the said defendant 


her costs in this suit expended. And this cause is stricken 


from the docket. 








The deposition of Nathaniel nennington, taken before 
me, R. B. L. Chumbley, a comuissioner in chancery for the Circuit 
Court of Lee County, V&-, at the law office of E. W. Bennington, 
in the town of pennington gap, Lee County, Vae, on this the 
19th day of February, 1908, to be read as evidence in behalf of 
the complainant in a certain suit in chancery now pending in 
the pircuit nourt for ,ee County, Va-, wherein Sarah phillips is 
complainant and John Phillips is defendant... 
Present: E. W.. Pennington for the complainant; no one for 
the defendant. 
Nathaniel Pennington, a witness of lawful are, after being 
Guly sworn, deposes as follows, 
Q.1. Give vour name, ape, and residence. 
A+ Nathaniel ,ennington. 28ve ars of age. Ppenninrton Gap, +e 
nO, Va. 
Q.2. Were you acquainted with sarah and yohn phillips? If so, TOW 
lone did you know them? 
Ae I knew phillips about four months before he anc Sarah 
were marriea. I have known sarah and known of her for a number of 
years. 
Q, 3. gtate whether the said John anc surh phillips lived togeth- 
er as man and wife in this county, and where. 
After they got married they lived at Pemington a while, and 
Harlan qounty, vy. & while. 
$. If you ever saw the said John Phillips asssociating with so- 
me other woman thaw his wife, tel] ,as near as vou can when and wh 
ere it was, and with whom. 
A. I never saw him with any woman other than his that TI remember, 
but 7 think it Was along in the spring of 1996 J] saw said ,sohn 
phillips soine to the house nfxthe-fouse of Jess wanning's and 


he told me thet he was going there to see a woman by the name of 


Josie Manning. I saw him about that house frequently. He Gid not 


~ td 
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Qe 
directly sav for what purpose he was poing to see thid woman, but 
the manner in which he talked to me about it and his intimations 
as to his purpose in going there JI understcod that he wasc foing 
there for the purpose of having carnal connection with the said 
Josie Manning. jf have seen him at this place after night. mhis 
woman, yosie y»anning, was understooc on that neighbourhood to hte a 
woman of loose virtue. mvhis wanning woman lived at the time said 
John Phillips was visiting ther , as above stated by me, in this 
county at a place that we then knew as the Pocket noal Co.'s 
mines, but which is now owned by the Pennington Ccal ‘fo. 
Gi. Sti se Fate whether this conduct you saw cut of john Phillips 
was before or after he and the said carak Phillips were married. 
Aa Afterwards. | 


Q@xxx#. Along about the time John Phillips was visiting the said 


fe. 
Manning woman I heard him repesetedcly say thew he, left his wife 


and was not going to live with her. 

Q. 6G. no you know where Sarah phillips was along ab out the time 
her husband John was coing to see the Manninsr woman? 

A. SHe staved at rennington Gap a while and also visited her peo- 
ple in Harlan Ggounty, Ky. 

Q. 7. If you know, state what went with the wanning woman and the 
said John Phillips . 

A. Along about the first of the summer of 1906 the Manning woman 
left the Pocket Coal co.'s mines and i t was but a few days until 
John Phillips also left. I understood that Phillips went to W. Va, 
and [ do not know what became of the Manning woman.. ,lonr in the 
tall of. 2906 the said yehn phillips came back to the coal mines 

and said he had been to W. Va. He did not stay but a few dams 


until he left again and told me that he was foing back to W. Va. 


and was fixing to marry egain. I have not seen him since. On one 
occasion he came te the mines with a dress pattern and told me 


he had promised it to the Manning woman, and [ saw him start off 





S e f 
Aj*~ 
with it in the direction of the Manning woman's house and told me 


then that he was going to tke it to her. This was in the evening 
, but kinder dark, nearly dusk. [| afterwards asked Phillips what 
he did with his dress pattern and he told me that he had given it 


to the Manning woman. 


And further this deponent sayeth not. 


y, hin? Li; tt a 
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The further taking of these depositions is postponed until the 


7” day of athe 19082? at the same place. 


? 


areata wy hand) tise Toth day of \Feoruary, 2602. 


OR “ f : 
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LRaexexeepaxskxianes 
The taking of these depositions are resumed, persuant to the 
above adjournment noted at the law cffice of E, W. Pennington, on 


this the 26th dap of February, 1908. 


r 


present: E:. W. Pennington, Attorney for the compalinant; no 


one for the defendante 





EE, S. STapleton, é witness of lawful age, after being duly sw- 


orn, deposes as follows; 





G.01l. Gre, your name, age, and residence. 


A. E. S. Stapleton. 50 years of age. Pennington ré&p, Vas 





Q. 2. are you acquianted with the plaintiff and defendant in this 
case, If so, how long have you known them? 
A. tT have known the plaintiff in this case ebout ten years, and 


the defendant about five years. 


at the pennington Coal jpo.'s mines in this county, and if so, tell 

















ag nearly as you can where he boarded when working at said mines .. 





| 
Q. 3. atate whether you knew of the @efendant in this case wo i) 


and what he said, if anything, about leaving and deserting his wife 


the plaintiff in this case. 
A.» In the fall and latter part of the summer of 1906 , the defe- 


i 











nfant worked .t said mines something like four months. He forst 
boarded while working at said mi nes at vrs. Dony Russel's, tut 


the last week or two that he stayed at said meines he boarded at 





Manning's. While he vas wor¥ing at said mines, I heard him say on 

one occasion that he had qbit his wife. At Manning's house there 
stayed a woman by the name of Josie Manning, who was @ woman ot soem] 
repute, and while said defendant was staying at Mrs. %~ Russelll's | 


he visited this woman almcst cally, ana frequently stayed all nipht. 











at that house. On one morning very early I saw said defendant with 
his arms around the neck of the said wanning woman, and on one or 


two occasions I saw hinm and her go up Puckett:s creek about dark, | 


hand in hand. 








4. How near did you live at that time to the Manning house? 

About one hundred yards. 

5. pom vou know what became of the menning people and said defe- 
Ldant? 

wO, I do not. The Ma ning woman and said defencant left said 
mines about the same time. J xexxkx think they went to the mouth 


of peed' s Creek and they xk all lived together there, and that 











is the last I know of them. 


Q. 6. atate , if you know, where the said plaintiff has been resi- 


Ging for the last year or 60. 
| 


A. I have seen her aroun ad Pennington cap and in the Pockett 


nountry in this county for the last year or two. 7 donrt known at 


| 


whose house she has been makins her home. 


And furhher this deponent sayeth not. 
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go 


Lee County, State of virginia, to-wit: 


1, R. E. L. Chumbley, a commissioner in chancery for the 


Circuit court for ,ee County, in the State of virginia, do hereby 


certify that the foregoing depositions were duly taken, reduced to 
writing, and signed by the witneesses, respectively, before me, at 
the times and palces therein mwntioned. 


| Given under my hand this 26th day of February, 1908. 


‘e j é ° s ° | 
a : issioner in, Chancery. 
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EW.PENNINGTON ROBT.L.PENNINGTON 
ienninginun Woo. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW, 
JONESVILLE AND PENNINGTON GAP VA 


Pennington Gap, Va.,1/21/1908. 
Mr Ho .T Hwing, 
Jonesville,Va. 
Dear Sir:- 


iL enclose you an affidavat of Sarah Phillips oe area ak 


non=residency of John Phillips,andad a copy of an order of Publi-~ 


cation to be made against him. The order is to be made and pub 


lished in the Penninzton Gap News. So sign the order and re- 
turn it to me,and [ will give it to Hopkins. Mrs.Phillips has 
made some Kind of arrangenents with Hopkins about this order 
ef pu jication,or else I would have given to Boatrignt. 

Also pive me the amount of your costs in the case ef Geo.W. 
Gibson vs.l.& N.R.R.Co.jalso the total amount of the costs to 
the sheriff and witne a respectively. Give me this informa- 
tion and I will send you a check for your costs. I got a voucher 
for thts judgement this morning. Attend to this at once, please. 

Yours ‘very truly, 


het erennington. 


In the Phillips case make this memorandum: 
"Sgrah Phillips Vs.John Phillips. Sub.in Chancery.to 
the Pirst March Rules,1908. Make ordér of publication for de- 


fendant. Tax paid by-E.W.Ps. This Jan.22nd,1908. 


Pennington Bros. P.Q. 





Sarah Phillips, 


Vs. ; Affidavit. 


John Phillips, 


Virginia, 
Lee County,to-wit: 

This day Sarah Phillips appeared in person before me,a 
notary public in and for the county aforesaid,and made oath 
that John Phillips,against whom said Sarah Phillips,is about 
to institute a suit in equity in the Circuit Court of Lee Coun= 
ty,is.a non-resident of this Commonwealth. 


Given under my hand this the 2lst day of January,1908. 
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sarah Phillips. 


Gee MPiadvit. 


tl 


Jonn Phillips. 
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In the Clerk's office of the Circuit Court of the County 


of Lee,on the 22nd day of January,1908. 


Sarah ‘Phillipps, See aa nant & 


fe 


VS. j In Chancery. 


THE OBJECT of this suit is to obtain a divorce_a vincu- 
lo matrimoni, by the said complainant from said defendant. 
And an affidavit having been ma .de and filed that the said 
defendant, John Phillipps,is a non-resident of this State,it 


x 


3s ordered that he,the said John PhillipPsappear here within 
¢ ¥ 
matte days after due publication of this order,and do what 
is necessary to protect his interests in this suit. And it is 
further ordered that a copy hereof be published once a week 
for four successive weeks in the PENNINGTON GAP NEWS,a news- 
paper printed in the town of Pennington Gap,in said county of 
Lee,and a copy thereof be posted at the front door of the cour 
house of Lee County,as prescribed by law. 


WA 
Bie Tonnes 
Ree Nok Ce Me 


A Copy <= Teste: 


Pennineton Broe’.r.Q. 





Saran Phillips. 
tT ~ = Lad garth 7 s ‘8 
is. Order or Publicafon. 


Jonn Phillivs. 
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The Commonwealth of Divguria, 
To the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greeting: 


WE COMMAND YOU, That you nn a 


Lan 


And have then there this writ. Witness, H.C. T. EWING, Clerk of our said Court, at the court-kouse, the 
day laa OLD rire, 3, 190.6, and | Ox_year of the Commonwealth. pe 


fy =) 
S dy 7+ Uf, CTs, Pa 
A Copy, Teste: tL shg ph eyy___, Clerk 
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